Recently | was lucky
enough to be invited on an
educational trip to French Gnlon E

Polynesia. The purpose of

the trip was to demonstrate
how varied the islands are
— and, of course, to
experience the diving in
this beautiful, remote part

ot the world., Don't be put

off by the distance — many

Asian destinations take
longer to get to. Once
you're there, the cost of
yvour holiday will be on a
par too, though you get to
fly with Air New Zealand,
one of air travel’s more
pleasant experiences. And
the diving? Well, read on...
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These are o numiber of dive contres. here
b caber 1or whiat is, in reality, only @ small
numiser of divers. Undike the Ked Sea of
many destinations in Asia, voud afe unlikedy
tey encounier obher divers s this wager with
you al any given site. This provides unigue
anegl personal diving in ihe bre sense of
h reaning.

Fow cnr stay on thee slamed | used town comitre
Blue Dolphin Dihee Centre and the Baie Aants,
Bosh dive cemtres were professionally nun anc
were willling 1o tadlor dives 1o owr particular
nesels, alen premeicling training and eguipment
T o thome whio meed it Bl Diodphin Chave
Cientre was aba abkis o prosdcde niftros, bt only

1 youl gane sulficend achvanoe motice.

The: diving at Rargiroa is mcstly driit diving,
rognilated by the tiche and currents. Theene ane
v Imain s o B Lpoon, As the tide rises
of falls, vasl amownts of waler pass through the
Cemings, creating powerul curenis. The
4 nlhllh 1% R Wi, Sl A 0 iR,
and the wailer is an ncredibe blue that
beecomes almos! IPnoIe 35 yOu Slans oul into
the dhepths, While there i diving bene for the
e diver within the lagoon, most of the
dning is considensd ntemmediate o
expérnienced level, due to the sirong curments
thant v will almost cemaindy encounter a1
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Avantoru Pass

The firsd e of the day saw us uge bright and
early, taking a shor tnuck ride 1o the deve cpntre,
Babe SManta. Onoe kied ol we sel off @ a BIB
Large enougn 10F 4 masarmurn of sght diverns
The weeather weas ot and the seies clear 25 we
Frsacked cuat of the small jetty into Avanions Pass
i the lagoon. The waber was a lithe rosigh, as
o weiiihel eopsct for such a narosw pass and
thes st of wailer wwhich rurs. thoueh . Within
finae rmaEniies we seeee gl the oive [l M |_|u||_l:
baickvaandd el arsed v sere i,

Chur desoend ook us dosam 1o appeoximalely
15mm over & mussnae Conal bed of hand covals
that strctchesd oo indo the distance, Theae was
an abunclance of maiine ||.H_'_ [ F 1 111 warnty
ardd in quantity, Yiathout a doubt, you could
spend the whole of your time seanching every

Many variet

sharks can be sees ol

e Fddi dnd affi

coral koowing at all the species and never
peting bored. Bud vwe had ||||:J."\-|'| Fsh b Tt

L of they mednuciors had descendesd
Bebong: ther resst of the group o Ly some fsh
heads for our guests. As we descended the
final fevw metres 1ooa depth of approsimasely
25m, we could see wveral lange sharks cin Iu'ug_
] off L

Femur '\1||'.|'I'I'||:| sharks ol ,ll-cj_|ru‘| BOir rrisel e
in length swam aroune us gracetully, Thisa:
wiere quickhy |lur'H.'l| I & peey et and a black-
tigy shark. Mone of the dharks were displaying
any signs of agaression, and they wene not pat

I then had a heart-stopping
moment as | glanced around
to see another shark only feet

away from me

ol bry the scuba wmits or the eleciromic
emissicns froen ihe carmsera, This allowses] me 1o
gt within a practecal distanee b phobogragh
these amazing creaiune.

Lioasking theousgh the lens of the camera ai
e Ailvemips Wi @& unicuee experienoe o
g, | have hesred in the past that the shark you
1l o ke an eye on is the one that will come
up bachird YR SLIne e |!!||‘| as | weare sl oewe
cirche eiSl P, ¥y JIDETYOE wis Likotsry by
ancthier rrusch clhosier, presenting it for a
i cpponuny. | iocussd the camena, ook
thez shat anel brwwesrexd the cameera, 1 then had a
herant SIOEHEHNE, mamicTl & | 3."|.'||'H o] ancain] Do
s anciher shaek oy 1l avany o e, |
tumexd io-Eace him and be glickesd gemly over
oy e, Thine stoced @ill a4 | 4pent an age
ATk e st ol dnery oty 1o
phuoiograph the creatues, and beione bong |
s runnang oud of fvlm and air

The group monee off inbo the curent
"llh1|||'1; v Hhee e, ”‘H_ CLIMmD wels |_|||_-,],-\.\,||-||_
e B 1asl, ..||.'| PR Ve O BTNy e resef e
W el Camee SCR0ss 4 L shoal of
barracuda and the lemplation was oo great
Swamming w10 them slowdy, §iook the Last
rermaining shobs on the film, sihoueting them
gl st i sLin

Soon the dive was over and we wene on the

surfaoe. The BIE came 1o colleot us and inomna
B et foired ouarsebees back ai base. The dive
debiet was erhusiastic. evervbondy was
|'Iu.l'.l'n'1|¢" .'||'|.| WA ear maginge E T arud
IE spspmin] everybiodhy hod had & greal time,

Mot ol dlves hene promise shaeks as close as
this, bt you will s plonty of them on early
evisry clive, B s corminon to see ey e el
blac L-t||:r¢| all ih e thee sabeesiaps were
samimoned fom the depths o demvonstrate the
range of shark like that exists here. Depending
on the time of year, it s possible o see
hammerheacls, bger sharks, whalesharks and
marny e, Mlants rays @ also b in
abundance, bus alas | missed thaem,

Twputa Pass

Theix et ey Bhe Drolphin Dive Centre
arranged a special photo dive o a loecation
which Eheéry Clamm guaranbeoes grey sharks in
sch numbers that eeen the handiest of dveers
willl starg I.'r'!'l||||||||\!l at ik kivers, We were
heading inio the valley in Tiputa Pass. Hers the
whieh 15 o] messs for Ehe
sharks, bt ned 20 easy for divers!

Wil bl am early sbart again, beading oot
il the pass. The waler here was a ot rougher
than betore as we broke past the headland and
arcaire] toe b e |1'|-|'|I"I (L] KA wills &

CLITTENES SO

Foelafe s e Coalel B0 o :.\,l||!_l||| i1 ooy srvwal. Thas
wias @ Tast descenl oo o he reguinsd depth
B0 ERSLRE W were nol el off-tamet by the
Last Dkl Baree, AL 42 we wene i the valles
This could be clearly semn, with the EUEET il
talling awary inbo the depths on enher side of
ws, The valkey would bead oo the puss of the
lapoon, cresting (he strong thear of waber that
o il e B erud Bhee dive

St e we arrivesd gresy charkke appeaned
oy all cliresctsons = we lost cound after petting
Ty A g 50! Thase wore |.I|I|.;'|' and srmall, rrale
and female. We Laber fourd oun that this was
Er ] ol thaeir |‘|-I'1,'|,1| gl ;lru,|r'|,||_ Imit Mo &
mafural nusery. The e few on the scene
ciecked 3 a distince, but 3 the number grew,
0 el thesr incuisitivensss. Soon they were up
Closae apain, and this time thisy woren't so
tricmcly, Thee obd nebe applied again, and 1 was
carciisl i wabch rvy Faick
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