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Scapa Fhinw in the Cironeys. ¥ou may
have readd aboun the scuttling of the German
High Seas Fleet in 19149 and the subsequent

-u,||'\...\,'.J_[!_' rlll;l-;;rll',l-c o, O |hl.' "'“'I"""IIIHF | s, ol
Ide folkrwing the sinking of the Royal Clak
in 1939 and the HAS Harmpshine in 1916
|h|:r|u_l hlﬂll'll_ [t Ll I'l.,h'\i_l |i_'|.'| |:'|.F_'I' r|'|.||'L (il ]
this dramatic and windswep? Sopanse o
Wl

O 21 June 1919 dey thee st SHEm b i
act of naval sabotage the workd has ever
s, the entine Genman Irngsierial Mavy's
High Seas Floet was soent 1o the botiom of
SCcapa Floww b peovent it falling indo the
hunds of the British. OF the 74 greal
warthips delsbenyely sunk on that
miETsenbois diy oneer B0 yiears AR, DY
Sl ol 131 .11|F_|r'|.|| I||_-+-I AT O [
sabied, Thasy are B 26, 000 0nng
I'|.1I:I5-|,-=.h|pr=. Korig, & F.:rr'.'_gr.i-l and Kronprine
Wilhelm the 5 000-ionae | ghi crulsers
Dvescier, Brwmmer, Cabn and Kerlzrahe, amad

Srruciung now exposed-on the Markgral

th W-tonne desirover VEE, For this
ressod, Scapa Flow s a Mecca to wieck-
diving enthasiasts today, and divers fock
troem around the world o explore thise

[SIRILHATY and histoerii _|||'| SI@ANINCATN Wi ks

UNPLEASANT DIVING

To many spoet divers, the mene menbion of
LT N | Flares I.‘III'III.I.'I_"\. L 1S O B hmical
divers prepanng bor deep dnves using mixed
parwrs, and undertaking long decompeess ion
sfops inan inhosnitabde ervironment. Sumely
only an eliee group ol expetienced divers
possess the shills and experionce necrssany
to divve the Genman fleet in Scapa Flowd
in fact, nothing could be iuther from the
truth. The wrecks of SCapa Fling are
accessible to mos! divers withi sy
Exprrienoe of LK walees

Howeswer, the depth of the wrecks does
man a “uipuane dive’ prohile, o vou mEghl




wanl 1o think about same decomgenession
slops. Breathing mitnoex can uwiull:,- e tend
bottom times and add 1o your enjoyment,
For example, o no-decomperession alr dive
on the Aarkgral would only POTmIE a CuEsory
plance at this awetoms 26, D00 hirse
banfeship, After litthe mose than ten milnutes
o Bssttesm timan, if wousld be lime 1o star
thinking abwout your ascent

Te Joww I

Wi wisied Chikirisy in F-i_1:1|:-n1|:q_-r as dhe guests
ol Leigh and Dougie Caldwell 3 the Diving
Cellar which it basod in Seicwrin=s, The
Drvimg Cellar operases @ siseday charer boat,
the jotin L between Manch and Ociober

Thar B5-foot fohn £ is one of the lagest
daybeoats operating in Scopa Flow, This steel-
hulbed fosmer g provides a stable platform,
complete with a low froetsaard, making
wialer enlbry and exit a bneeze, There B a
Lafgt day cabdin with a cooker, as well as a
plenEitul suippy of hot drinks served
thrcaghoul the day,

Arrving on the: early ovening fefry from
Scrabsior on Saturday, wo wore met at the
Stroamimess ferry beemilnal |r:. Dougie, whan
ook us ta thee John [ o stow oo dive poar
reacky for the folliwing marning's depasiure
After a meal in the Ferry Inn, we were glad
b0 pot 80w beds, tired after our bomg drive
I slept well, but the sound of the howling
wind throanghow! the nighi dic Dietks
redssune me about the week ol diving which
lay abead - and mwy impending seasickpess.

Tue Karisrome

Thie fiodlowing morming we weere aboard the
fabr [ by 8. 00arm and o oaie way b ihe
Karlsruhe, the 5,000-tonme light cruiser Iying
in Sbm ool waler just nodth of the icland o
Cava, A glilf southeasiorly wind preeted us
as wer sligaped oul of Strominess hasbaoas amd
I eyed the white creas on the waves i Hhe
distance, wondering whether my stomach
weouldd hold up to the panishment it was
abwiif 1o recehe. A, quick trip to the
whasislhouse conlirmed my wors fears as
skippes Bodeert wserl the 1eom =it a bit
lumpy® o describe the wea stape.

Arrrving at thee Karlsnshe we Kitted up
and our skipper expertly manoeuvred the
Fohn Linto position, A blast from the ship's
hairm Wl DT ".:l.ll'l.ll (4] H"“'.' aroe ingo the
wabeer and allow the surface current (o ke
urs 1oy e shotline. All the wrocks in the flos
arr buied with permanent shotlines, bt |
hane to say iy (irst impoession of the chat o
the Karfsrenhe was that it was mone like a
lermonads baitle and a e of siring than
what I'm used bl

Oncer under the waber | was greeted
with the dense green algae bloom not
oMo al this time of the year,
However, after descending o about 15m,

the algae cleared and my torch quickly
picked out the ghostly shaps of the
Karfsrufie lying om its starboard sicke

The ship itself is relathvely intact, despite
counthess salvage operatbons carried ol over
the years, The two bow-mounted 5. 9-inch
guns. can be chearly scen, one of which has
fallen away 1o the scabed, taking with it a
large section of decking. The remaining stern
and msdship-mounted guns have been lost
1o the salvagers, Moving along ber koel
toward the stern, wreckage is strinn
everywherne, Ahout one-thind of the ship has
been blown apart, and only a collection of
bwisted metal now remaing where the mid-
ship seaCtion ance was,

Thie shallowist par of thie weeck lios
approsimately 1 5m (reem the wedface,
making the Karlsudwe an ideal shakedown
dive for new artivals with a week of wreck.
diving ahead of them, Ascending the skinny
shotline, my thoughts tumed io the
W eRorme 4ire of the EP.'\I'I'._P:.IMJH. that we
wore due o dive lader in the week, Whils
the Kirlsruhr seemed to e a big wreck 1o
e, | rememibered that the 30kmietre beam
of the 26, (d0-ionne Markgrad is twice thal ol
the Kartsrutie!

Oy sl ing and signalling to the boal, |
allowed rrysell o dridt off the shot as Bobaeri
brought the boat around 1o pack me up
Jarnis, ther dock haned, bas pedected the an
o ausinting divers wp the Laddes, ewen in
“lumgry” seas, and after de-kitting and
sonwing iway gean a hot cup of e was

FPartfiole on the Karisnhe

thrust ingo iy hand = & wiebcomie sight afier
a memorable dive,

Oiwver this next frwe davs, we dived the
cruisers Brovnmes, Dvescen and Ciiln, as
well as the 26, 000-tonne batth=hips
Markgrai and Kronpeine Wilhelm, All these

dives were special in their own wan, bt
ary accoaed of 4 trip o Odkiney woald
nok b complete without some mention
of thiz ativactions abcrar the surdace of
Scapa Fhow,

Adter owr first dive i the moming, the fofm |
took us ashore for g well-eamed s and
some food and hot drinks, Most days we
wierd ashore ol Houwlon, Srsmness or o Do
ol naval hase of Lyness on the island of
Hory. Lymvess is home to ihe Scapa Flow
Visslor Dendre, This fomer purmg house has
been converted o provide a fascinaing
series of displavs amd exhibits

Heading from the boat jetty, sisiions are
grieted by the sight af the 4 30008 bronze
propeller and drive shaft salvaged from HAS
Hampshire, the ammoured cruiser on which
Lofd Kitchener perished i June 1916,
Further exhibits include g salvaged fren
the scutthed German High Seas flee,
tomeecoes and mifitary anefacts friom oth
world wars. A comprehensive collection of
photographs and an account of the sinking
af the Renal Ok can be found inside

The Royal Mavy cemeteny, a short walk
from the visior contre, servs asa pelpnan
reminder of Eherrses wadicn Bt thedr lhves ll:uunu
these wars, At the far end of the cemetery lie
the granves of the fdne Geman sailos whio
perished an the day the Ceman flect was
scultled, the headstone inscriptions bearing
the date 21 Jame 15919,

Tue Fagarxa

i contras! o the baitleshiys and cruisems

fowme in Scapa Flow, there ane the

blocikships, delibsrately sunk in shallos

waber b0 prevent encmy vessels irom enlering
this chanmel, A shor distince froem SiFrHTIE -



an between the slands of Bure and Hewy lies the Tebarka, a 2, G0
b steaemer selpod i 10800 and aken b0 Scaga Flow, She was
Initially sunk in Kirk Sound, only 1o be wlvaged and taken o Burra
Somimiel by b reeavink.

Drinimg the blockehips nequires a togally diffencnt approach. Daee (o
ther fierce curmenbs expernced in this namosw channel - which can be
up o 14 kmnots < thene is o such luxry as a shotline! With divers
kitbeel up and meaddy 1o go, skipper Robert sooanded the ship® horm as
our signal i enter the wales, Normal safe-diving practioe would have
el mee signalling an ‘okay’ o the boal, meeting o with my hosddy,
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composing mysell resdy for my descent and, after some ordeniation,
chicking my mstrumients hefore signalling 1o my banddy 10 descond.

But there was no e for these formalities. Instead we used a
‘negative descent” entry, with cvery man foe himselil This was
bascausd spendimg moee than a fiow secomd |n this strong surface
current wold have swept us alf the weeck site, | found that by
actually sucking air from the bladder of my BCD on the surface, |
could be sure that when | Rt the water | coubd breathe out, sont my
|:rr'|.14.||l anvd o skraghl dossr. That iy I could be sure 1 dicdn’t mlss
Ehwe wrisck.

Oince beneath the surface and after desoending to a depth of absout
10, the upburned hull of the Tibsarka came in to view. With a dozen
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divers scrabialing 1o
oo the wrock ane
keep out of the owment,
I was irmguessed with
thee eticjuicate disgelayed
whille: quisnng o enfer
e Titaarikcs I:hn:urg_h a
MEETERY aquminﬂ ai this
sterm. Cince Inside, we
wire prodected from the
current and enjoved a
spwsc il dive with
20-meire visibiliy

Thas wreck s a
plhdcszraphes’s dream,
with heaps of nabral
light and abundang marine life, However, do take cane shen el
the wreck, as my ascent from the Tobarks reminded me o whal
diving inoa washing machine must be §ke!

Thee diving season in Scapa Flow generally runs from March, when
the water 15 a chilly 6°C, right through fo mid-Ociobes, Our wisit in
3'-|."|:I1.1'r'||n-| wind Dilesaaed with & 12°C water lemperatusmm andl toyp-side
wirather rnging from a gale foece cight southeasterly al the beginning
of the week 1o .a maoge pleasant fooe-gourn, and clear blee skies during
the Lafer pard of the week, Thee fobin [ s a bruly remarkable sessel
and my nowrmal seasickness simply did not materiabise dising
the week ~ despito the “lumgy” conditions!
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